Tumor growth-promoting properties of macrophage migration inhibitory factor (MIF).
First identified nearly 40 years ago, macrophage migration inhibitory factor (MIF) is a potent pro-inflammatory cytokine and is an essential component of immune and inflammatory responses. Recent studies suggest that MIF may also contribute to multiple aspects of tumor progression and neoplasia. This review will attempt to summarize these findings focusing on MIF's ability to modulate cell proliferation, tumor angiogenesis and tumor suppressor activity.